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Claims 



A complete listing of the claims in this cnsc. wilh their stalus, is shown below. 



1 , (Currently Amended) An anastoruosirs systcjn comprising; 

first and second flexib le structuroi incaius wlicrein each of said first second slructural 
means comprises a tubular region that tcrmimitcs in a lip at one end, and forihcv wherciji said first and 
second structural means are capable of assuming n nested configuration. 



2. (Original) The anastomosis system according to Claim 1 , wherein the inner diameter of 
^ the tubular region of said second structural means is giculcr than the outer diamelcr ofthc itihular region 

fjl^ of said first structural means, 



(Cancelled) 



4. (Original) The anastomosis system nccording lo Claim 3, wherein saiti first ond second 
stmctural means arc rigid. 



5. (Original) The anastomosis system according to Claim 1, wherein jjaid iirsl and second 
structural means arc nested. 



6. (Original) The anastomosis system recording lo Claim 1 , wherein stiid first and second 
structural means arc separate. 

7. (Currently Amended) An anastomosis system comprising: 

first and second flexible structural mc<ins> whcacin each of said first and second structural 
means comprises u rigid biocompatible material and Ims a tubular region thai terminates in a lip at one 
end, and fiirther wherein said first and second struclunil mcims arc capable of nssnming a nested 
conliguration. 

8. (Original) The anastomosis system nccording to Claim 7, wherein Iho inner diumeter of 
the tubular region of said second structural means is grcuier than the outer diameter of the tubular region 
of said first structuml means. 



: O ^-y J 
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9. (Original) The anastomosis system nccording to Claim 7, wherein said first and second 
structural means are nested, 

1 0. (Original) The anastomosis system according to Claim 7, wherein said first and second 
structural means arc separate. 

1 1 . (Original) The anastomosis systcju ;Kcording to Claim 7, wherein each lip of said first 
and second stnictural means has a curvilinear uojufiguration* 



12. (Original) The anastomosis systom nccording to Claim 1 1, wherein said ciirviJincar 
conliguralion of said lip of said first structural means i.*. diflxircnt from said curviJine<if confrgtu-ation of 
said lip ofsaid second structural means. 

13. (Original) The anastomosis system Jiccording to Claim 7, wherein the length of the 
tubular region of the second structural means is less ih;m the length of the tubular slniclurc of tJio first 
structural means. 

14. (Original) A vessel inserted through first and second structural means, wherein said first 
and second structural means each have a tubular rcKiou {Iiat terminates at one end in a lip, aj)d wherein 
said first and second structural means arc capable of as^-un^iny a nastcd eonfiHumtion. 

1 5. (Original) ^fhe vessel accoitling !o CUiiin 14, wherein the end ofsaid vessel h everted 
over the distal surface and at least a portion of tlic prox imal surface of the lip ofsaid firsl structural 
means. 

1 6. (Original) The vessel according lo Ciuim 14, wherein t)ie inner diiundcr of the tubular 
region ofsaid second structural means is gicater Ihnn the outer diameter ofsaid tubular rcgio)i ofsaid 
first stiTiCtural means. 

17. (Original) The vessel according lo Claim 1 4, wherein said vcsi^el is a naturally occurring 

vcjssel, 

1 8. (Original) Tlie vessel aceonding to Claim 1 7, wlicrein said vessel is a vascular vessel. 

19. (Original) The vessel according to Claim 1 4, wherein said vessel is a synthetic vessel. 
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20. (Original) The vessel according K) Claim 14, wherein said first and scwnd fslfuclural 
means arc flexible. 

21, (OriRinal) The vessel according to CUiUw J4, wherein said firet and second structuml 
iTicans urc rigid, 

22. (Original) A method for performing an ciid-to-sidc ana.stomosis, .said Jiivlliixl 
-comprising; 

(h) preparing an opening in a iio.U vessel; 

(b) inserting into said openini? the end of a prepared grail vessel having a gmft vessel 
tlircadcd through first and second structural means, wherein (;ach of said first and .sccon<l strueliiral 
means has a tubular region tliat tcmiinatcs at one end ii, a lip, wherein the end of said graft vessel is 
evened over the distal surface and at least a portion cf the proximal surface of die lip of the last 
structural means; and 

(c) sliding said second structural monnn over the tubular region of sa id fu st .structural 
means in a manner sufficient to stably attach said gi aft vcs.sc| to said host vessel and establish lluid 
communication between the lumens of said graft and host vessels; 

whereby said end-to-stde anastoniosis is perlbrmcd. 

23, (Original) Tho method accoi-ding to {.Maim 22, wherein said njclhod further comprises 
preparing said graft vessel. 

24. (Original) The method according to Claim 23, wherein said gratl vessel is prepared by: 
sequentially inserting said graft vessel through the tubular regions of said first and second 

structural means; and 

everting the end of said graft vessel over the distal surface and at least n portion of the 
proximal surface of flie lip of said first structural mcnos. 

25, (CurrcnUy Amended) A kit for use in pciforming an enU-to-side anastomosis, said kit 
comprising: 

an anastomosis system comprising sit least one set of first and sccotid flc^iMc simetui al 
means, wherein said first and second structural mean.s each have a tubular region that Icnninatc-s in a lip 
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at one end, and furtlier wherein said first and secord stnicriiral means arc capable ol" assuminij a ncslial 
configUTdtion. 

26. (Original) The kit according to Claim 25, wherein the inner diameter oPsaid tubular 
region of said second structural means is greater (ban the outer diameter of snid tubular region ol'said 
first structural means, 

27. (Original) The kit according to Cbiiu 25, wherein said kit ct>mpriscs a plurality of said 
-f^^ nnastomo.sis-systcms: 

28. (Original) The kit according to (ilaiiu 2.5, wlicrcin said kit further ci)inpriscs a synihcl ic 

vessel. 




29. (Original) The kit according to Claim 25, wherein said kit further conipri.scs a delivery 



means. 



30. (Original) The kit according to Crjaim 25, wherein said kit further comprises a structural 
means holder for use in preparation of a graft vcs.scl. 



